
 
 

Career Highlights 
 
 
1939   Stunt double for Roddy McDowall 
  
1939-1944  Stunt double for Mickey Rooney, Charleton Heston and others 
  
1943 Stunt double for Elizabeth Taylor in National Velvet    
  
1948 Tracked wild mustangs and learned “the silent language of Equus” 
  
1950–1969         

• Regional NIRA All Around Championships 
• 11 National Championships in Show Ring 
• National NIRA Champion Bulldogger 
• NIRA National Team Roping Championship 
• NIRA National All Around Championship 

  
1954   Worked with James Dean on East of Eden 
  
1966 Founded Flag Is Up Farms, a Thoroughbred breeding, training, and 

rehabilitation facility 
  
1966–1984 Started and trained hundreds of race horses; produced champions 

including: 
• Cathy Honey, An Act, Aladancer, Walk in the Sun, Tobin Bronze 

(United States) 
• Alleged, Dajur (Europe) 
• Lomitas, Quebrada, Risen Raven, Macanal, Lavirco, Silvano, and 

Sabiango (Germany) 
• Sharivari and Bahroona (New Zealand) 

  
1973–1986  Leading consignor to Hollywood Park/two-year-old 

Thoroughbreds in training sale 
  
1985 Gold Card Lifetime Member, Professional Rodeo Cowboy’s Assoc. 
  
1986 First public demonstration of Join~Up® in Vancouver, BC, Canada 

  
1988 Named “Stock Horseman of the Year” by National Reined Cow Horse 

Association 



1989 Queen Elizabeth II invites Roberts to Windsor Castle to demonstrate 
Join~Up® and train her staff. 

1996 The Man Who Listens to Horses is published. 

1997 Book remains on New York Times best-seller list for 58 weeks 

1998 BBC/PBS documentary Monty Roberts: The Real Horse Whisperer airs. 

1998 First Join~Up® demonstration tour visits more than 40 states in the United 
States. 

1999 Shy Boy: The Horse That Came in from the Wild is released and hits the best-
seller lists. 

1999   BBC documentary Shy Boy airs. 

2000 ASPCA awards Roberts their “Man of the Year” award.

2000                          MSPCA bestows the George. T Angell Humanitarian Award

2001   Monty’s book, Horse Sense For People is published

2002 Awarded honorary doctorate from the University of Zurich, Switzerland 

2002   Fourth book, From My Hands to Yours, is published 

2002    Roberts demonstrates Join~Up® as part of Queen Elizabeth II’s  
   Golden Jubilee at Windsor Castle. 

2002–2003  Monty, Pat, and Shy Boy ride in Tournament of Roses parade, 
   seen by 10 million people around the world. 

2004                          Monty’s fifth book, Horses In my Life
                                  is published in Great Britain, Germany and Australia

2004 The Girls Scouts commission a special Join~Up® badge and trainin
program in honor of Monty’s pioneering work. 

2004 Monty’s German bred Sabiango wins the Grade 1 $350,000 Charles
Whittingham Memorial Handicap at the Hollywood Park Racetrac
California. 

2004 Monty and Pat’s interview, shot at Flag Is Up Farms and run durin
2003 Tournament of Roses Parade has been nominated for an Acad
Television Arts & Sciences/Los Angeles Area Emmy Award in the
Feature/Information Segment category. 
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Monty Roberts’ Biography 
 
 

Monty Roberts is an 
extraordinary man who has led 
an extraordinary life. An Award-
winning trainer of championship 
horses, best-selling author, 
Hollywood stunt man, foster dad 
to 47 children (in addition to his 
own three), and creator of the 
world-renowned and 
revolutionary equine training 
technique and philosophy called 
Join~Up®, Monty Roberts could 
now, in his later years, be resting 
on his considerable laurels. 
 

But that’s not his style.  It never has been. 
 

Roberts has won countless awards and received immense worldwide press 
coverage, put three books on the prestigious New York Times best-seller list, trained 
Queen Elizabeth II’s equestrian team in London, and been awarded an honorary 
doctorate from the University of Zurich. But if you go looking for Monty Roberts, you 
won’t find him lounging in his favorite chair high up in the hills overlooking his horse-
training farm in the beautiful Santa Ynez Valley.   
 

Displaying the drive and commitment that has made audiences throughout the 
world stand up and take notice, the “man who listens to horses” is more likely to be 
found somewhere on the globe continuing to spread his message of nonviolence.  
You’re more likely to find him speaking to incarcerated youth in a juvenile detention 
facility, gentling his 15,000th horse at a demonstration commanding thousands of 
attendees, patiently teaching his techniques to the growing number of students at his 
International Learning Center in Solvang, California, or advising executives at Fortune 
500 companies who believe Roberts’s horse training philosophies can—and should—be 
applied to the workplace.  
 

Why have millions of people from all walks of life responded to his PBS 
television shows, books, demonstrations, and media appearances with such emotion 
and passion? What makes Roberts’s message so compelling that everyone from the 



C.I.A. to Volkswagen has invited this unassuming man of humble origins to share his 
experiences with their executives and leaders?  

 
Perhaps it comes from the undeniable power of personal experience, of having 

witnessed far too many horses “broken” in abusive but traditional methods. Perhaps 
it’s having survived a violent childhood himself.  
 

Monty’s bones might have been broken as a child, but his spirit never was. He 
has repeatedly stated that his only goal in life, more dear and precious to him now as he 
nears his seventh decade, is to leave the world a better place for horses and for people. 
With the energy and enthusiasm of a man half his age—and despite medical issues that 
have made riding and walking painful—he nonetheless gets up every morning, most 
often in a hotel in some town far away from his home, his horses, his staff, and his 
beloved Flag Is Up Farms, to keep talking . . . and listening. 
 

Roberts first “listened” while observing wild mustangs in Nevada as a young 
boy. Sent there to round up horses for the Salinas Rodeo Association’s Wild Horse Race, 
he spent hours silently watching the feral horses interact with each other. Soon he 
realized that they used a silent but powerful language to communicate, set boundaries, 
show fear and express annoyance, relaxation or affection. In a moment that would 
change his life and the lives of horses and people forever, Roberts understood that 
utilizing this silent language would allow training to commence in a much more 
humane manner, encouraging a real partnership between horses and humans. Later, he 
would name this moment of partnership “Join~Up” and it would become the 
foundation of all Roberts’s work with horses and people. 
 

After this revelatory moment with the wild horses, Roberts returned home to his 
family’s riding school at the Salinas Rodeo Grounds in Salinas, California. There, he had 
grown up watching his father and other men “break” horses using traditional methods 
involving pain, control, fear and coercion.  Determined to test his insights into the 
nature of horses, young Monty tried out some of his new ideas and was promptly and 
soundly punished for daring to suggest his father’s methods were wrong. 
 

But his father’s control and abuse never deterred Monty from his vision and 
from becoming a champion stock horse rider and horseman.  Hollywood soon came 
calling as his stature and talent made him a natural “stand in” rider and stunt double 
for stars such as Elizabeth Taylor in National Velvet and many other films. He was even 
hired to work with James Dean during the pre-production and filming of the acclaimed 
movie East of Eden. (Dean was later nominated for an Academy Award for his 
performance). 
 

Roberts knew that his future lay in working with horses, and he commenced an 
incredible career in Thoroughbred racing. Throughout the years he worked with many 
champions (including the famed “Alleged”) and opened a training facility, Flag Is up 
Farms, on 154 acres in the Santa Ynez Valley in 1966.  He and his wife, Pat, enjoyed 



immense success training Thoroughbreds, becoming the leading consigner of two-year-
olds-in-training at Hollywood Park for 18 years.  Even today, the walls of Monty and 
Pat’s offices are covered with artwork, newspaper clippings, and other memorabilia 
from their years on the track. 
 

As the couple built their own family of three, over the years Pat and Monty also 
took in 47 foster children.  Many of them still return to Flag Is Up Farms for visits, and 
they credit Pat and Monty with turning around their lives. Today, Pat and daughter 
Debbie (with her husband, Tom Loucks) run the multi-dimensional and international 
family business from offices on Flag Is Up Farms. 
 

By the 1980s, the Roberts and their extended clan were living their lives on the 
farm, happily collecting accolades for their work with racehorses. Then a phone call 
came that once again changed the direction of Monty’s life.   
 

The call was from the offices of Queen Elizabeth II, the reigning monarch of 
England and an avid horsewoman. She had heard about Roberts’s work and invited 
him to come to her country and show her staff his Join~Up® method. The Queen was so 
impressed by his demonstration she urged him to write a book. That book became The 
Man Who Listens to Horses. 
 

Published in 1996, The Man Who Listens to Horses became a full-blown 
phenomenon. The book went on to sell an astonishing 5 million copies.  Suddenly, 
Roberts and his training methods were in the kind of demand that only a pop star’s new 
record could command. The phone lines were jammed at the farm and the media was 
breathless to get an interview; but more importantly, hundreds of thousands of horse 
lovers heard the message that there was another way. 
 

Roberts hit the road and hasn’t turned back. The PBS and BBC television networks 
aired documentaries about his work, three more books were published and became best 
sellers, and countries throughout the world translated the materials, creating an 
international clamor for his message that violence is never the answer.  Over the past several 
years, Roberts toured the United States and has raised more than $1.6 million for horse-
related charities, including 4-H and the North American Handicapped Riding Association. 
 

These days, Roberts is still doing Join~Up® demonstrations all across the globe, 
returning to audiences that cheer when he is introduced. His fourth book, FROM MY 
HANDS TO YOURS: Lessons from a Lifetime of Training Championship Horses, was 
recently released. His school, the Monty Roberts International Learning Center, located 
on the grounds of Flag Is Up Farms, trained more than 140 students last year, and his 
nonprofit organization, Join~Up® International, Inc. is gearing up to make Monty’s 
message available to generations to come. 
 



Humble as ever, Roberts still says his only goal is “to leave the world a better 
place than I found it, for horses and for people, too.” It looks like that wish is well on its 
way to coming true. 
 
 
   
 

# # # 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Pat Roberts’ Biography 
 
 
Pat (née Burden) Roberts grew up on the 

Central Coast of California in the Salinas Valley 
where she spent much of her childhood with 
animals. An accomplished horsewoman, Pat 
Roberts has bred, trained, and exhibited 
numerous champion horses. These years of 
experience have given her the opportunity to 
study the subject she loves best: the horse in 
motion.  
 

Pat is an artist whose unique style of 
sculpture allows her to capture those special 
moments in a very realistic way, and with just a 
touch of impressionism. Her tender, yet 
vivacious strokes that cover the surface of her 
sculpture reflect the light in a way that makes 
the subject look so alive. Some of Pat’s sculptures have been described as “whimsical” 
and “humorous” as she has used dog and horse interactions in numerous studies. 
 

She has spent time capturing and creating the ambiance of the Old West in her 
sculptures of charros, buckaroos, modern-day cowboys, and old-time Western ladies 
riding sidesaddle. In her studio, you will find Pat studying the fine details of the 
saddles and equipment she carefully depicts in her bronzes. Through her work, Pat has 
immortalized Thoroughbred racehorses as well as champion Quarter Horses she has 
admired.  

 
“Horses and sculpture are all about movement. As an artist, I strive to capture a moment, 

but even when the sculpture depicts a horse or an animal standing still, it must sill move in the 
eye of the viewer to be alive.” 
 

Pat has exhibited her sculptures at Norvenich Castle in Köln, Germany, three 
times, where she represented the United States as the only U.S. artist invited. She was 
part of the first exhibit at the opening of the European Museum of Art in Clarence, New 
York, and has exhibited at the Osborne Gallery in London, England; the Gallery Kocken 
in Kevlar, Germany; the Women First show in Los Olivos, California; the Cast in Bronze 
show in Los Olivos; the Los Olivos Miniature Show; the Cattlemen’s Art Show in San 
Luis Obispo, California; the Women Artists of the West Show in Visalia, California; the 
California Lompoc Flower Festival and Art Show; the Golden State Sculpture Show in 



Agoura, California; and the Peppertree Art Show in Santa Ynez, California, which is one 
of the West’s premier art shows. Her sculpture, Equus: The Flight Animal, has been 
awarded Best of Show. 
 

Pat’s sculpture is part of the permanent collection at the European Museum of 
Art, as well as in several corporate headquarters, both in the United States and abroad. 
Pat has collectors in 13 countries throughout the world, and her sculptures are among 
the Royal Family’s collection in England. Just recently, several pieces of Pat’s work, 
collected by Escania Cobian, the Viscountess of Perellos, were featured in a four-color 
spread in Santa Barbara Seasons magazine.  
 

Pat and her husband, Monty, live in the Santa Ynez Valley, California, on Flag Is 
Up Farms, their beautiful and world-renowned horse farm and training center. Over the 
years, Pat and Monty enjoyed incredible success training many championship 
Thoroughbreds at the farm, becoming the leading consignor of Thoroughbred two-year-
olds-in-training at Hollywood Park for 18 years. That life was exciting, but there was 
more in store. 
 

After Queen Elizabeth II heard about Monty’s “horse gentling” techniques and 
then met the couple in England, she urged Monty to tell his story in a book. As 
everyone knows, that book became the 5-million-copy-plus bestseller, The Man Who 
Listens to Horses. Suddenly, Pat and Monty were in the spotlight as never before. 
 

Thousands of media outlets—from People magazine and “Dateline NBC” to The 
New York Times and Forbes—were featuring Monty, Pat, and Flag Is Up Farms. 
Additionally, Pat was featured with Monty in two PBS and BBC documentaries, 
including “Shy Boy: The Horse That Came in from the Wild.” One of her most popular 
sculptures is of Shy Boy, who now resides at Flag Is Up Farms and continues to amuse 
and enchant the many fans who come to visit him each year.  Pat and Shy Boy garnered 
further attention when they rode together in the internationally televised Tournament 
of Roses parade in 2003 and 2004. 
 

Pat has traveled around the globe helping Monty spread his message that 
violence is never the answer. Many times after one of Monty’s powerful 
demonstrations, Pat would find herself in the position of being a confidante to audience 
members who suddenly recalled their own abuse—or even an abuser himself who 
broke down while listening to Monty’s passionate pleas for nonviolence with animals 
and with people. She has collected many fans herself as the gentle and wise companion 
to this inspirational man. She still receives letters from these people who credit her with 
helping them take the first step toward healing. 
 

In addition to raising three biological children and countless horses, Pat and 
Monty also served as foster parents to 47 children over the years, most of them staying 
an average of three years with the Roberts. Many of them return regularly to Flag Is Up 



Farms and stay in touch with the two generous and giving role models who showed 
them a different way. 
 

Pat and Monty’s Flag Is Up Farms has become an in-demand destination for 
corporate events, last year hosting more than 40 businesses. A gracious hostess, Pat 
enjoys meeting and greeting executives from companies such as Bristol-Myers, 
Hallmark, and Sun Microsystems as well as hundreds of others that have taken 
advantage of the beautiful location and hospitality of the Roberts.  
 

Additionally, the Roberts have created Join~Up® International, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to teaching Monty Roberts’s concepts of nonviolent, trust-
building communication, which use horses as an example and a vehicle for this learning 
process. The Monty Roberts International Learning Center, located on the grounds of 
Flag Is Up Farms, is the centerpiece of the nonprofit organization, offering a variety of 
courses, clinics, and classes throughout the year to students from around the world.  
 

With all the accolades she and her family have received, all the visitors, 
celebrities, international royalty, and success, Pat is still noted for her down-to-earth, 
warm personality and her ready willingness to reach out to humans—or horses—who 
could use a hand. Her sculptures are moving and artistic testaments to an extraordinary 
life well lived.  
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Staff Biographies 
  
 
Koelle Simpson, Certified Instructor 

 
“Monty Roberts and his message to the world have changed my life 
forever.  I hope to give back to Monty, the inspiration that he gave me, 
by dedicating my life to ensuring the survival of his concepts and to 
provide him with proof that he really can leave the world a better place 
than he found it.” ~ Koelle Simpson  
  
  Koelle Simpson is originally from Tampa, Florida where 
she began an early childhood connection with the equine world.  
Her passion for people and natural love and instincts for horses 
led her to become a Certified Instructor for the North American 
Riding for the Handicapped Association.  So inspired by her 
meeting with Monty in 1998, Koelle soon followed her teacher and mentor to the Monty 
Roberts International Learning Center at Flag Is Up Farms in 2001.   
  

In addition to Monty’s Join-Up, trust-based training, Koelle uses her studies as a 
psychology major to expand Monty’s concepts as they relate to the human-to-human 
context of his work.  In addition to teaching classes and courses at the Monty Roberts 
International Learning Center, she also enjoys the outreach opportunities, joining 
Monty at speaking engagements and institutions seeking trust-building communication 
tools.   
  

Koelle is currently teaching as a Certified Instructor, at the Learning Center in 
California, and enjoys being a part of a talented team that will ensure the continuation 
and purity of Monty’s work for years to come. 
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Staff Biographies 
  
 
Sally King, Certified Instructor  
  
 “I am immensely privileged to have learned the Join-Up philosophy from 
such a master as Monty Roberts, and I intend to do everything I can to 
spread this message across the world.  Life truly is better for both people and 
horses using these methods.” ~ Sally King 
 

As a young girl in New Zealand, Sally King spent her 
childhood pursuing her passions for horses by competing in all 
disciplines in the Pony Club, including PC Champs and traveling to 
Australia as the youngest member of the Trans-Tasman team.  It was 
during this time that Sally began to question “why horses were so 
willing to work with people, but people’s attempts at communication 
only resulted in more confusion.....particularly for the horses!”  This interest in 
communication led to a degree in Communication studies focusing on the human 
media skills of public relations and journalism, and soon attained a graduate position in 
public relations consulting; however, Sally still questioned the equine and human 
communication techniques.  Some intriguing answers to this question came to Sally in 
the form of a Christmas gift – Monty’s first book, “The Man Who Listens To Horses.” 
 

After reading Monty’s book, Sally promptly rearranged her life to take part in 
the Monty Roberts Preliminary Certificate of Horsemanship in Witney, England.  After 
passing that course in 1998, Sally worked in collaboration with a friend holding Join-
Up® clinics in New Zealand, where she was able to apply the practical application of all 
of Monty’s concepts.  During this time, she spent long periods of time at Flag Is Up 
Farms in Solvang, California, studying, and gained Certified Instructor status in 
February of 2002.  
  

Sally’s goal for the future is “to continue my own learning while helping other 
people improve their relationships with their horses.  In this way I can make my small 
contribution towards the greater goal of leaving the world a better place for both horses 
and humans.” 
 
 
 
 

# # # 
 



 
 

…On Join~Up® 
 

“A good horse trainer can get a horse to do what he wants him to do. A 
great horse trainer can get a horse to want to do it.” 

 
 

Join~Up® is a process based upon communication in a shared language to create 
a bond rooted in trust. It can be achieved with all horses of any age or background. It is 
as effective on wild mustangs as it is on the gentle child’s horse. It must be nonviolent 
and free of coercion, and it can only be accomplished if both partners have willingly 
entered the process. To gain Join~Up® with a horse, it is necessary to step into his 
world, observing his needs, conditions, and the rules that govern his social order. The 
process cannot be faked. Once understood, though, it is easy to use and can be mutually 
enjoyable for you and your horse. 

 
Join~Up® creates a safe and comfortable environment for ongoing 

communication. It works at any stage during the partnership between a person and 
their horse, whether it is a new one or one of long standing. Join~Up® between people 
and horses heralds an end to isolation and separation of both species by bonding 
through communication. 

 
Join~Up® happens in a silent language I call “the language of Equus.” It is 

predictable, discernible, and effective. Through these channels of communication, I can 
understand the horse and the horse comes to understand me. The elements of this 
language are really quite simple; but simplicity becomes its greatest strength. 
The concept of choice is at the heart of my training system. Humans should have the 
freedom to choose, and so should the horse. Anyone who embraces these concepts will 
reap the rewards that come with exemplary communication. This is true whether it is 
with your horse or human-to-human relationships. If an attitude of partnership is 
employed, the potential for success increases. Only through willingness can true harmony 
be found, which should be the aim of every dedicated horseman. 
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About Shy Boy: 
The Horse That Came in from the Wild 

 
 

Shy Boy is one of the world’s most beloved equine celebrities. He is known to 
millions of viewers of the eponymous BBC/PBS series and the New York Times best-
selling book. His image has been emblazoned on T-shirts, and young girls squeal when 
they see him. He’s so popular that Breyer toys created a Shy Boy model horse for 
collectors! Quite an amazing life for this small (13.2 hands) horse that probably never 
thought he’d be anywhere but roaming the plains of Nevada, foraging for food. 
  

Born and raised in the wild, Shy Boy first met Monty Roberts in 1997. A mustang 
horse rounded up by the Bureau of Land Management, Shy Boy was to be the focal 
point of a bold experiment: could Monty Roberts, the internationally-known “man who 
listens to horses,” achieve Join~Up® in the wild? 
  

Roberts’s goal was to “start” Shy Boy (halter, bridle and saddle the horse and 
then get a person up and on the horse for a ride) without utilizing the usual round pen 
or any enclosed space. All Roberts would use was his ability to communicate in the 
horse’s own language.  
  

After an odyssey that spanned three days and approximately one hundred miles, 
Shy Boy willingly chose to Join~Up® with Roberts.  In an unforgettable moment, the 
wild horse dropped his head and allowed Roberts to gently touch his face.  Later, Shy 
Boy accepted his first rider. The experience was documented in a BBC/PBS program 
Monty Roberts: The Real Horse Whisperer and shown on television throughout the world. 
  

After Roberts and Shy Boy’s successful Join~Up®, they both returned to 
Roberts’s Flag Is Up Farms in Solvang, California. Shy Boy grew to love life on the farm. 
Over the course of a year, Shy Boy soaked up the attention from delighted tourists and 
horse lovers who flocked to the farm to meet the legendary mustang, grew chubby 
eating nourishing grass and rolled around in the paddock. 
  

Yet all through Shy Boy’s year at the Farm, one question remained: would Shy 
Boy rather be free?  It was a question that gnawed at Roberts.   
  

In 1998, Monty loaded Shy Boy back into a trailer with a heavy heart and drove 
back to the wild.  The question that hung in everyone’s minds was: when allowed to 
choose, would Shy Boy return to his old herd or come back to Monty? 
  



The result was captured on an emotional and stunningly beautiful video (Shy 
Boy: The Horse That Came in from the Wild), shot live as it happened. As the halter is 
removed, Shy Boy immediately canters off to join his former herd, who welcomes him 
warmly on the top of a hill. What happens the next day is a testament to the bond 
Monty had formed with Shy Boy and the power of Monty’s Join-Up® philosophy.  It’s a 
story you will never forget. 
  

Shy Boy resides at the farm once again, greeting fans and participating in various 
training classes at Monty’s International Learning Center. He also made his debut in the 
Tournament of Roses parade, televised to an estimated 10 million people, in 2002 and 
2003.  
  

A children’s picture book, young adult book series, and animated television 
show featuring Shy Boy’s adventures are all being planned. It seems he’s not yet done 
with being famous! 
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Endorsements 
  
  
From the press: 
  
“Monty Roberts trains horses using a language they understand … their own.” 
    ~People magazine 

____________________ 
 

  “You will marvel at the success of his spiritual quest. The Man Who Listens to Horses 
will first break, then mend your heart. Riveting and inspirational.” 
    ~The New York Times 

____________________ 
 
“Absorbing… engrossing… Roberts’ story is more fascinating and profound than any 
told in fiction….The kind of life-altering book you never want to finish.” 
    ~San Francisco Chronicle  

____________________ 
 
 “Monty Roberts has nearly the skill with words that he has with the body language of 
horses…These lessons from horses are the best I have heard about the human race in 
some time.” 
    ~The Nation 

____________________ 
 
 “One of those very rare books that can restore one’s faith in humanity … Roberts’s 
humane alternative to the harsh treatment of horses holds inspirational lessons about 
the abuse we inflict on animals—and our fellow humans.” 
    ~Publishers Weekly 

____________________ 
 
“Through trust, respect and negotiation, Roberts will start a wild-eyed stallion to bridle, 
saddle and rider in about 30 minutes. If the understanding and conversations continue, 
the loyalty and mutual regard are forever.” 
    ~ The Los Angeles Times 

____________________ 
 
“Read Monty Roberts.” 
    ~London (Ontario) Times 

 
 



“Even the most successful executives can learn a lot from watching Monty Roberts.” 
    ~Forbes 

____________________ 
 
 “(Roberts has) cracked the code of the silent language of horses and has spent a lifetime 
winning converts to his common sense ways.” 
    ~Financial Times 

____________________ 
  
“… will touch the hearts of any who have ever known a deep love and respect for an 
animal.” 
    ~ Lexington Herald-Ledger 

____________________ 
 
“This adventure of a real-life horse whisperer is excellent, inspired reading.” 
    ~California Thoroughbred 

____________________ 
 
“A gripping, can’t-put-down account of a man who has risen above an abusive 
childhood and turned cruel treatment into compassion and healing for both horses and 
foster kids.” 
    ~ Horsemanship Safety Association   

____________________ 
  
 
From people around the world: 
  
“In a world that has shrunk to a ‘global village,’ it is important that mankind act as a 
responsible steward of creation—whether human or animal. Monty Roberts, in his life’s 
work of perfecting communication without pain or fear, achieves this with respect and 
love for all creatures. I am very proud and privileged to have Monty as a friend and a 
teacher. ” 

~Terry Pendry 
Stud Groom to Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II  
Windsor Castle 
United Kingdom 

____________________ 
 
“Monty Roberts has spent a lifetime for all of us who want to treat our horses as 
partners and friends, not as slaves. Monty’s legacy will live on forever.”  

~Professor Doctor J. A. Auer, D.V.M.  
Dipl., A.C.V.S., E.C.V.S. 
Director, Equine Hospital  
University of Zurich 
Switzerland 



 
“With great pleasure I announce the decision by the faculty of Veterinary Medicine to 
award Monty Roberts an Honorary Doctorate. This high distinction recognizes and 
honors the outstanding work of Monty Roberts for his non-violent, respectful relations 
with animals.” 

~Professor Doctor Hans Weeder  
President 
University of Zurich 
Switzerland 

____________________ 
 
“One of the greatest advantages of my professional career has been using Monty 
Roberts’ teachings, thereby creating harmonious partnerships between my horses and 
myself. My love for horses came from within; my knowledge came from schools and 
universities; but my horsemanship was truly awakened during the four years I spent 
with Monty Roberts as a student.” 

~Satish Seemar 
Trainer at Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum’s  
Zabeel Riding Stables  
Dubai, U.A.E. 

____________________ 
 
“What intrigues me, when I am watching Monty Roberts work or when using his 
method of Join~Up® myself, is that the horses are relaxed and happy when they leave 
the arena. There is trust and respect; there is no winner and no loser. Monty’s methods 
leave the horse his dignity. These concepts cause happiness that reaches the soul. We 
have to help Monty to make the world a better place for horses and for people.”  

~Professor Doctor Brigitte von Rechenberg, D.V.M. 
Dipl. European College of Veterinary Surgeons  
University of Zurich 
Switzerland 

____________________ 
 
“I discovered the work of Monty Roberts in late 1988. I encouraged him to travel to 
England and demonstrate his concepts to Her Majesty, the Queen. I have observed his 
work for more than a decade now, and I view with pride my decision to assist in 
bringing his discoveries to the world. His work is for anyone who appreciates the 
animal kingdom.” 

~Col. Sir John Miller 
Crown Equerry to Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II  
London 
United Kingdom 

 
 



“It is a great personal experience to observe Monty Roberts train a previously 
untouched wild horse to accept a saddle, bridle and rider.”  

~Richard  E. Fagan 
Wild Horse Program Manager  
U.S. Bureau of Land Management  
United States 

____________________ 
 
“I’m no horseman, but I know miracles when they happen. I’ve watched this man of 
non-violence change wild beasts into gentle horses under their riders, in minutes, time 
and time again. Through the horses, Monty hands us some powerful lessons about 
healing and gentling our relationships and ourselves.” 

~Richard Bach  
author, Jonathan Livingston Seagull 
United States 

____________________ 
 
“I have worked with Monty Roberts since 1991. The work of Mr. Roberts has been very 
helpful to me. His non-violent training methods have produced many of my best race 
horses since my introduction to him. Champion race horses such as Lomitas , Silvano 
and Sabiango owe much of their success to his work. When it comes to horses, Monty is 
one of the most innovative trainers I know. I am 100% sure that without Monty Lomitas 
could have never reached such an incredible level of success.” 

~Andreas Wöhler  
Iternationally successful head trainer at Galopprennbahn 
(racetrack) Bremen and one of the three top race horse trainers in 
Germany 

____________________ 
 
“I first met Monty Roberts in 1991. I have closely observed his work since that time. It 
was my privilege to ride four of his major German champions, Lomitas, Quebrada, 
Risen Raven and Macanal. I have been continuously amazed by how effective his gentle 
methods are.” 

~Peter Schiergen  
Five-time German Champion Jockey,  
German Champion Trainer in 2002,  
European Record in the category Highest Number of Wins in One 
Year 
Germany 

 
 
 
 
 
 



“It has been my honor to assist Monty Roberts since 1991. Together we have started 
more than 300 young Thoroughbreds. From them came many winners and champions. I 
was a skeptic in the beginning. I needed to see it to believe it. I am now a believer. I 
regard Mr. Roberts as one of the most accomplished horsemen in the world today.”  

~Simon Stokes 
Former Steeplechase Champion, licensed trainer and current 
Director of the Trainingszentrale (Training Center),  
Gestüt Fährhof, Bremen  
Germany 

____________________ 
 
“I have studied the work of Monty Roberts since 1997. I am constantly amazed at how 
his gentle, stress-free methods work with horses of all breeds, ages and disciplines. I 
have had the opportunity to see him up close at his operation in California. The horse 
industry of the world owes this man a great debt of gratitude as he is improving the 
lives of horses globally.” 

~Professor and Doctor Matthew A. Burd, D.V.M., M.S.  
Equine Specialist, Animal Science Department  
California Polytechnic State University  
San Luis Obispo, California 
United States 

____________________ 
 
“Monty Roberts certainly listens to horse, but, in my humble opinion, he delivers a 
powerful message to people and, in particular, people at all levels of leadership. What 
he achieves with a horse is a metaphor for a style of management...“ 
   ~Clive Warrilow 
   CEO and President 
   Volkswagen North America 

____________________ 
 

“From the first time that I saw a Monty Roberts’s videotape, I have been captivated by 
his work.  It was immediately apparent to me that there are profound parallels between 
Monty’s method for working with horses and my own psychotherapeutic approach in 
motivational interviewing.  The man is an unassuming prophet whose message of 
respect and compassion reaches far beyond the world of horses, and has much to teach 
us about how to be human and humane.” 

~William R. Miller, Ph.D. 
Distinguished Professor of Psychology and Psychiatry  
University of New Mexico 
Albuquerque, New Mexico  
United States 

 
 



“The Indiana Women’s Prison has been very fortunate to have Monty Roberts share his 
strong conviction of stopping violence against people and animals with all of us at this 
facility. Through his unique work with horses he is able to impact the lives of very 
damaged, incarcerated women. They establish an immediate trust level that make 
sharing their traumatic experiences possible.  As Superintendent of the Indiana 
Women’s Prison, I commend Monty Roberts for playing such a significant role in 
helping women heal from years of violence and abuse. We consider him a friend and 
partner with our work with incarcerated women.“ 

~Dana Blank 
Superintendent of the Indiana Women’s Prison since 1992  
Bloomington, Indiana  
United States 

____________________ 
 
“Monty Roberts’ unpaid and completely unselfish visits to Indiana Women’s Prison—a 
total of three days in 2001 and 2002—along with his traveling staff, his wife, Pat, and his 
inspirational young speakers, Eden and Koelle, were unforgettable and moved and 
altered many lives for the better among both the residents and staff by his 
demonstrations of gentling with raw and remedial horses within, as he put it, the round 
pen of our Maximum Custody Facility, by the example and inspiration of his own life 
and personal interest in the lives of these women, and by the personal sharing and 
caring of his staff.  
  
“IWP is the first and oldest women’s prison in the U.S. and now serves elderly and 
infirm women, young women from ages 14 to 24, the mentally ill and handicapped, and 
women with the longest sentences and most serious crimes, and all of them warmed 
quickly to Monty, Pat, and their remarkable and gifted staff, and were impressed by 
both the demonstrations and by their generosity and sincerity, especially their frank 
sharing of their own personal battles with abuse, violence and intimidation and how 
they have managed to rise above them, to crusade for and personify non-violence in all 
relationships.” 

~Paul L. Shriver, Ed.D.  
Clinical and Forensic Psychologist  
HSPP Diplomate: Clinical Forensic Psychology/Psychotherapy  
Well-Being Psychological Services  
Bloomington, Indiana 
United States 
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Corporate Event Participation  
At Flag is Up Farms 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACCI International Corporation 
A.D.F. Achievers 

AAOS 
Abbott Laboratories 

Adaptec Corp 
Advantage 
Advest Inc. 

Alexander Hamilton Corporation 
Alpha Modular Group 

American Academy of Pediatrics 
American Express 

American Hospital Association 
Ameritas Life Insurance 

Ames Research 
Amgen 

Association of Physicians 
AstraZenica 
AT&T Corp 

Avon 
Bacara Spa & Resort 

Bayer 
Beakman Instrument Corporation 

Beaucom 
Beckman Instruments 

BEMA 
Beta Nomal Travel 

Blue Coral Corp 
BMW Corporation 

Boehringer Ingleheim Corp 
Borax Corp 

Boston Scientific 
Bristol-Myers Corporation 

Britannia 
Buick Corporation 

CA Bankruptcy Forum 
CA Classic Car Rally 
Cal Poly Presidents 

California Young Presidents 
Organization 

Canada Life Insurance 

Candle Corporation 
Century Communication Corp 

Century Company 
CGEA 

Charter House Corporation 
Chief Executives 

Chrysler Corp 
Chrysler Presidents’ Club 

Ciba-Geigy Corp 
Citibank Corp 

Columbia Pictures 
Columbia Resources Group 

Columbia Tri Star 
Columbian Mutual Life Insurance 

Conejo Valley School System 
Connetics, Inc. 

Connor Clark Corp 
Corning War Corporation 

Creative Memories 
Cuna Corporation 

Dain Bosworth 
Dallas Sales Family Group 

Dean Witter 
Densply Corporation 

Digital Equipment 
Dillon Reed Corp 

Disney Corp 
Disney Corporation 

Dr Pepper 
Dyntech Corporation Group One 

Edison International 
Elder Hostel 

Energy Investors Group 
Epson Maritz 

Equitable Distribution 
Evergreen Funds 

Ex-Ceed Motivation Trip 
Excel Industries 

Exxon Corporation 
Federated Group 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fidelity Investments 
First Data 

First Friends Church 
Flavors and Fragrance Association 

Flying Hands Tour 
Fork UK Corp 
Four Seasons 

Fox Corporation 
Fridas Corp 

FUSI 
G.I.H. Corp 
G.T.E. Corp 
GE Capital 

General American Life Corp 
General Dynamics Corporation 

General Electric Corporation 
General Finance Corporation 

General Motors 
General Refinancial Corp 

Givenchy Corporation 
Global Technology 

GM Canada 
Good Housekeeping Corporation 

Grundal 
Guarantee Mutual 

Hallmark Corp 
Hamelton 
Hancock 

Harte Bank Corporation 
Harte Bank Corporation 

Health Education’s Technical 
Hope Ranch Riding Association 

Hoyts Corporation 
I.C.I. Pharmaceutical Corp 

I.C.E. Agricultural Corp 
I.F.E. Corp 

ING 
Ingram Micro 

Innovation Network 
Innovative Associates 
Institutional Investors 

International Truck & Engine 
IVIG 

John Deere Corp 
John Hancock Financial Services 

Johnson & Johnson Corp 
Joint Commission 

JP Morgan-Flemming 
Kayadon Corporation 

Kemper 
LaSalle 

LaSalle Partners 
Legent Corp 

Lenox Corporation 
Lexus Corp 

LHR 
Liberty Mutual Funds 

Life Corporation 
Lincoln Financial Corporation 

Lucent Technologies 
Lynn Ranch 
M.C.A. Corp 

Maagettigan/Phizer Corp 
Malcolm Knapp Corp 

Manu Life 
Marketplace Media 

Massachusetts Financial Corp 
Maxda 

MD Anderson 
Mead Data Center 

Med Ed. Corp 
Megan Porter Corp 

Merck 
Merrill Lynch Corp 

Metal Powders Industries 
Miles Canada Corp 
Miles Corporation 

Minolta 
Monsanto 

Morris Travel 
N.A.A.D. Corp 

N.G.R. American Life Corp 
National Business Fellows 

National Pharmaceutical Council 
National Photo Finishers 

National Reserve 
Nomad 

Nomads Corporation 
Novo Corporation 

Oasis Christian Center 
Office Depot 

Old Presidents’ Organization 
Operation Altitude 
Oracle Corporation 

Orthopedic Surgeons 
Pacific Dermatology Association 

Pacific West Bank Corp 
Park Davisicuticals 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Penacor 
Pfizer 

Pillsbury Corporation 
Pioneer Hi Bred International Corp 

Plan Member Services 
Playtex Corp 

Porsche 
Price Waterhouse Corp 

Price Waterhouse Worlds President 
Org. 

Primedia 
Professional Hospital Supply Group

Professional Touch 
Prudential 

Prudential Bache Corp 
Prudential Bache Securities Corp 

PSMA Inc. 
Quaker Oats 

Reader’s Digest 
Retinel Advisory Committee 

Rich Products Corp 
Riso Corp Sandoz Pharmaceutical 

Corp 
Santa Barbara County School System

Sara Lee 
SB Bank & Trust 

SB Tours 
SBC Directories 

Schering Corporation 
Searle Corporation 

Second Opinion 
Security Pacific Bank Corp 

Senica Chemical Corporation 
Shae Designs 

Shaw Industries 
Shearson-Lehman Corp 

Smith Barney Corp 
Smith Barney Shearson Corp 

Spicer/Oppenheim Corp 
State Legislators Leaders Association

Subaru of America 
Sun America 

Sun Micro 
Sungard Financial Group 

 

Supreme Ford Service 
Sutro 

Syntax Corporation 
Syntax Corporation Probate 

Referee Association 
Sysco 

Texaco Corporation 
Texas Pacific 

Thomson Consumer Electronics 
Corporation 

Thousand Oaks Chamber of 
Commerce 

Ticketmaster Corp 
Ticor Agents 

Tower Square Securities 
Toyota Corporation 
Travel Technologies 
United Pacific Life 
United Wisconsin 
Upjohn Pharmacia 
US Central Coast 

US Motivation 
US West 

Ventura School District 
Visa Corp 

Volkswagen 
Volkswagen Corp 

Volkswagen National Press 
Conference 

W.E. Long Company 
Walton Family 
Warner Bros. 

Warner Bros. Sales 
Washington Penn Insurance 
Western Candy Conference 

Wilson West 
Wood Logan Corp 
Woods Equipment 

Wright Ricoh 
Wynford Corporation 

YOP 
Young Presidents Organization 

Zerox Canada Corporation 
 



 

Recent Speaking Engagements 
 
 

US Central Intelligence Agency, Polygraph Division 
The Florida Department of Corrections, Marion, Fl 

Indiana Women’s Prison, Indianapolis 
The Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation, Marion, Fl 

NASA, Goddard, Maryland Space Flight Center 
Dubai United Arab Emirates Racing Association 

EMAAR Properties, Dubai 
Pinnacle Bank 

Keynote Speaker, the Regina Therapeutic Riding Assoc., Saskatchewan, Canada 
SBC Communications 

Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Young Presidents Organization 

NAESP School Principals Annual Conference 
The Queen’s Jubilee, Royal Windsor Horse Show (honored guest) 

Sun Microsystems 
Fort Dodge Animal Health 

Polo America 
Sundowner Trailers Corporation 

15th International Conference of Racing Analysts and Veterinarian – Keynote Speaker 
Al Fares Dubai 3rd International Equine Trade Fair 
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